Halocur® takes sting out of scours outbreak

Nature’s lottery wasn’t so kind to Annabelle and Steven Crawford last year. The calves produced by their 750 Friesian crossbred cows were stacked in favour of males, and when cryptosporidium scours struck the newborns it seemed as though the bad start to the season was just about to get worse.

Annabelle, who manages calf rearing on the third-generation family farm 20 minutes from Balclutha, says the combination of a proactive vet (Vince Sharp of VetSouth, Gore) and a newly available treatment for cryptosporidiosis in calves (Halocur) meant potential disaster was averted.

The outbreak started with one scouring calf that came into the shed. Annabelle describes the calf as having “fruit juice” scours and says it probably had a secondary infection to the cryptosporidiosis that was eventually diagnosed. “It wasn’t getting better and scoury calves don’t always do well as adults, so that one was put down.”

That was the only casualty, and Annabelle says it was probably the first source of infection. Eventually between 50–70 calves were infected and they were all given the same treatment – kept isolated from the healthy animals and given their seven-day course of Halocur and boosted with a glucose/lactose energy replacement syrup.

“It was a lot of work!” Annabelle recalls that it was difficult to know what to do at first. “It came at a very busy time when we were right in the thick of calving.”

She says they always promote best practice with calf rearing, including good shed hygiene with fresh sawdust and disinfectant spraying to keep on top of environmental pathogens. “We are also very staunch on colostrum for the calves. We do two pickups of new calves each day and make sure they get the recommended amount to boost their immunity.”

But even the best practice for calf rearing can be overwhelmed at times by bugs such as the parasite that causes cryptosporidiosis. Annabelle says they will be remaining vigilant next season for signs of trouble, confident that decisive action supported by effective products will help protect their new calves through those vulnerable first weeks.

	Halocur is a unique new product from Intervet/Schering-Plough Animal Health that acts specifically on Cryptosporidium parvum, significantly reducing the severity of scours caused by this organism and reducing the excretion of infected oocysts from sick calves.

Up until now the only way to treat calves with scours caused by Cryptosporidium has been to tackle the symptoms by re-hydrating them with electrolytes. Halocur now allows vets and farmers to treat the cause of the problem.

Halocur comes in a 490 mL container with a special bottle-mounted applicator. For the prevention of diarrhoea caused by Cryptosporidium parvum, treatment of at risk calves should start within 24 hours of birth. To treat diarrhoea caused by Cryptosporidium parvum, therapy should start within 24 hours after the onset of clinical signs. Treatment is oral, once daily, for 7 days, directly after feeding.

Halocur is only available from your veterinarian.
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